
 hen he was officially installed as the sixth chancellor and ninth leader  
 of the University of North Carolina Wilmington, Jose V. Sartarelli  
took a moment to reflect on the journey that has taken him from studying by  
a kerosene lamp as a young boy in Brazil to becoming the leader of a world-class 
American university. 

“A journey informed by diversity, driven by leadership and guided by values 
brought me to this incredible opportunity to become part of UNCW’s legacy,” 
he told the crowd of nearly 2,000 gathered on the lawn of Hoggard Hall for his 
installation ceremony on March 31. “The experiences that brought me here, to 
this historic day in this memorable place, will enhance the decisions I make as 
chancellor of the University of North Carolina Wilmington.” 

Some of those experiences include stops at nearly every continent; living in 
Venezuela, Chile, Brazil, Singapore, as well as throughout the United States; a  
30-year career at three Fortune 500 companies; and serving as the Milan Puskar 
Dean of the College of Business and Economics at West Virginia University.

Not surprising for a man whose work has taken him around the world, he 
declared that “now is a time for UNCW to chart a new flight” and unveiled a 
strategic plan that will serve as a blueprint for the university’s future (for more 
details on the strategic plan, read the chancellor’s letter on page 2).

In acknowledgment of his predecessors, Sartarelli said, “In only 69 years, this 
institution has already achieved the kind of support and recognition that many  
older and more established universities can only dream about.” 

As the ceremony drew to a close, he nodded to UNCW’s future by posing one of 
his favorite questions: “Why not?”
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1.  Chancellor Jose V. Sartarelli

2.  Daniel Paparozzi ’18 sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” 

3.  Christine Poon, the chancellor’s colleague and friend of more than 20 years

4. Elwood L. Robinson, chancellor of Winston-Salem State University, Mary K. Grant, chancellor of UNC Asheville, 
and James A. Anderson, chancellor of Fayetteville State University

5. Michael Shivar, UNCW Board of Trustees Chair, presents Jose V. Sartarelli with the university medallion

6.  Grand Marshal and UNCW Faculty Senate President Stephen Meinhold

7.  UNC System President Margaret Spellings congratulates the chancellor

8.  UNCW international students carry flags of their home countries 
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The Installation of Chancellor Jose V. Sartarelli

Why not give flight to imagination? 
Let’s imagine a better world for 
our students, faculty and staff. Let’s 
imagine more opportunities for our 
campus and our community.
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